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The list of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-15 (cancelled) 

16. (currently amended) A method of treating endothelial injury caus e d by 
m e chanical damage, e xposur e to radiation, exposure to ch e moth e rap e utic ag e nts, 
inflammation, h e art dis e as e or canc e r in a subject, comprising administering an effective 
endothelial-protecting amount of erythropoietin to said subject in need of such treatment, 

wherein said endothelial injury is caused by mechanical damage, exposure to 
radiation, inflammation, heart disease or cancer . 

17. (original) A method according to claim 16, wherein said endothelial injury is 
caused by mechanical damage. 

18. (original) A method according to claim 16, wherein said endothelial injury is 
caused by exposure to radiation. 

19. (original) A method according to claim 16, wherein said endothelial injury is 
caused by inflammation. 

20. (original) A method according to claim 16, wherein said endothelial injury is 
caused by heart disease. 

21 . (original) A method according to claim 16, wherein said endothelial injury is 
caused by cancer. 

22. (original) A method according to claim 16, wherein said erythropoietin is 
administered intraveneously. 


23-30 (cancelled) 
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3 1 . (currently amended) A m e thod according to claim 16 A method of treating 
endothelial injury in a subject, comprising administering an effective endothelial-protecting 
amount of erythropoietin to said subject in need of such treatment , 

wherein said effective endothelial-protecting amount of erythropoietin reduces or 
prevents the suppression of endothelial growth associated with endothelial injury caused by 
mechanical damage, exposure to radiation, exposure to chomothorapoutic agents , cisplatin , 
inflammation, heart disease or cancer. 

32. (currently amended) A m e thod according to claim 16 , A method of treating 
endothelial injury in a subject, comprising administering an effective endothelial-protecting 
amount of erythropoietin to said subject in need of such treatment. 

wherein said effective endothelial-protecting amount of erythropoietin increases the 
numbers of viable endothelial cells following endothelial injury caused by mechanical 
damage, exposure to radiation, exposure to chomothorapcutic agents cisplatin, inflammation, 
heart disease or cancer. 

33. (previously presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein said 
erythropoietin is administered in an amount of from about 100 Units per kilogram to about 
200 Units per kilogram. 

34. (cancelled) 

35. (currently amended) A method of reducing endothelial injury in a subject 
caused by administration of a ch e motherap e utic ag e nt cisplatin to the subject, comprising 
administering an effective endothelial-protecting amount of erythropoietin in conjunction 
with the administration of th e ch e moth e rap e utic ag e nt cisplatin . 

36. (currently amended) A method according to claim 4-6 40, wherein said 
effective endothelial-protecting amount of erythropoietin is administered simultaneously with 
said chemotherap e utic ag e nt cisplatin . 
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37. (currently amended) A method according to claim 46 40, wherein said 
effective endothelial-protecting amount of erythropoietin is administered prior to said 
ch e moth e rap e utic ag e nt cisplatin . 

38. (currently amended) A method according to claim 46 40, wherein said 
effective endothelial-protecting amount of erythropoietin is administered after said 
ch e moth e rap e utic ag e nt cisplatin . 

39. (cancelled) 

40. (New) A method according to claim 35, wherein said erythropoietin is 
administered intraveneously. 


